STALIN'S DICTATORSHIP. 
We have seen how the Cheka was set up by Lenin 
to deal with opposition. Its powers increased 
during the civil war and although the name was 
changed over the years, OGPU, NKVD, the secret 
police remained. Stalin’s policies were bound to 
bring opposition. Anyone who spoke out against 
the Plans, or against Stalin personally, could be 
arrested. To beakulak, or the son of a kulak, was a 
crime. Sentences were usually ten or 25 years in a 
labour camp. These labour camps were set up in 
areas where special industrial projects were to be 
built, often in reinote parts of the USSR. Here the 
prisoners worked on dams, canals, factories and 
hydro-electric power stations. No wages were paid, 
and there was not enough food. 

thousands 
died. 


Not all the work of Zeks, prisoners, was done in 
remote areas. Moscow’s underground system was 
built by prisoners at great speed and with a huge 
loss of lives, as safety was ignored in order to get 
the work done quickly. 


The millions of prisoners in the camps made a 
country within in the country of the USSR, Eight and 
a half million people were arrested by the NK VD 
in the 1930s, of whom about a million were shot. 

Others simply dissapeared. . Being taken away by 
the NK VD was the same as a death sentence. 
Wives for example were regarded as widows from 

the moment their husbands were arrested. In 1939, 
there were seven million prisoners living in the 
camps. The actions of the secret police meant that 
the rest of the people were scared into doing as they 
were told by Stalin. . 

STALIN'S PURGES. 


Ordinary Russians who spoke their minds, or who 
were simply in the wrong class, made up most of 
the victims of the NK VD. However, Stalin also 
used the NK VD against leading Communists. He 
had reached the stage where he could not accept 
any criticism and he could not even bear anyone 
else to be popular. In December 1934, the popular 
Communist Party boss of Leningrad, Sergei Kirov, 
was killed in a car accident. The ‘accident’ was 
probably arranged by Stalin. Nevertheless, he put 
the blame on several other leading Communists 
This was made the excuse for the first of his purges. 
One by one, the old Bolsheviks were arrested. 
Some were shot, but some confessed to ridiculous 
charges alter torture, or in order to save themselves. 


After this, Stalin turned on the army and the Party. 
One-fifth of the officers in the army were 


arrested, tried and disappeared: half a million 
Party members went the same way. 


STALIN'S PERSONALITY CULT. 
Not only did Stalin want no rivals for control of the country but 
he also wanted personal credit for the USSR's successes too. 


Stalin’s picture appeared everywhere: in every 
school, office, factory. 
Many towns were named after him, like Stalingrad, 
Stalinsk and Stalino. 


The 
names Of rivals like Trotsky were removed from 
official histories of the Revolution. 


Only people loyal to Stalin could survive. 

Although the 
USSR was a Communist state, the dictatorship of 
Stalin was just as complete, and in some ways even 
more bloody than that of Hitler. 


In the years after the war, Stalin built up the 
USSR as a superpower, in opposition to the 
USA. Eastern Europe became the USSR’s new 
empire of satellites. Fear and suspicion of the 
West brought the hostility of the Cold War. 

Inside the USSR, the long and slow task of 
rebuilding the country after the war began. 
There were more Five-Year Plans and the same 
hard work and unrewarding life of toil. Just 
before he died in 1953 Stalin seemed about to 
launch another purge, this time aimed especially 
at Jews. 

Stalin ruled the USSR for 25 years. They 
were years of unbelievable change for the USSR; 
they were also years when the USSR was Stalin’s 
own personal empire. 


